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PREFACE 


\HE Title and Contents of this 
* little Eſſay, are before the rea- 


der. If he be determined to read the 


following ſections, the author ſincerely 
deſires, they may be as acceptable and 


uſeful to him, as through a divine 
bleſſing, they have been to many be- 
fore they were publiſned. An humble 


hope of this, actuated his pen, and 
encouraged him to publiſh what he 


had written. 


SHouLD any be offended with what 
is ſaid on the activity of grace re- 
ceived, in . 1. or with what is 

A 2 | afferted, 


[ iv ! 


aſſerted reſpecting the principal cauſe | 


of the believer's preſent inability to 
do the good that he would, in Se. II. 
it will be no more than the author 
expected. At the ſame time, he can 


aſſure the reader, that what he hath - 


written on thoſe ſubje&s, appear to 


him, a ſeaſonable antidote againſt that 


pride and tb, which ſo many profeſ- 
tors indulge, to their own | diſgrace © 


and the diſhonor. of their - profeſſion; 


And he. cannot but hope, however 
ſome may be diſpleaſed with what is 
ſaid on thoſe ſubjects, it will prove 
to others, an happy mean to increaſe 
their humility and diligence in the ways 


of God. 


Tax 5 hath 8 his 


greateſt concern for what he hath 
delivered! ia Seck. III. And, whatever 


remains 


temains dubious or doubtful, on that 


intricate yet intereſting ſubject, two 


things are evident. It is evident, 


that unto them who believe Chriſt 
is precious. It is equally evident, 
that Chriſt is moſt precious to be- 


lievers in this world, when they are 


beſt able to diſcern the want and 


. worth of ſuch a Savior; and the in- 


ſofficiency of every thing elle to fupply | 
ki place. 


;  CnrisT is 4 Shepherd ; but when is 


it, that the want and worth of this 
heavenly Shepherd is beſt diſcerned ? | 
Is it not when he delivers us from the 
Lion and the Bear; when he lays us 
in his boſom and carries us in his 
arms; when he reſtores our ſouls, and 
leads us in the paths of righteouſneſs 


for his name's ſake? At ſuch ſeaſons, 


the 


7-H 
the power and grace of Chriſt, are pre- 
cious indeed | Then we view him with 
pleaſure and praiſe, as the Shepherd 


| and Biſhop of our ſouls. As that 


erd, who 1s incomparably great, 
your inexpreſſibly good. Chriſt is a 
Phyſician; but when is the wiſdom of 
this Divine Phyſician moſt apparent 
and acceptable? Is it not when it is 
moſt tried; and when we are moſt 
fully convinced that all others com- 
pared with him, are Phyſicians of no 
value? If ſo, theſe remarks may in 
ſome meaſure confirm what the au- 
thor in the Section referred to, hath 
attempted to prove. 


Tux ſources of the believer's con- 
folation in his peculiar conflict with 
indwelling fin, mentioned Se#, IV. are 
RT N % ſuſſi- 


vii J 
ſufficiently guarded. May the be- 
5 liever, with increaſing joy, ſee them all 

flowing from the deep, the inexhauſti- 

ble river of divine love; the ſtreams 

whereof, in every age, have made glad 
the city of our God! 


SECTION 1. 


Ht: Will, conſe Aurel, as the attic 
＋ feat of the Chriſtian's conflict; by ſhowing, 


would do, but at preſent cannot. Page x 
SECTION II. 
The reaſon aſſigned, Why the believer cannot 


$ECTION Il. 
An humble attempt to vindicate the Divine 
conduct, in the permiſſion and continuance, of 
the believer”s peculiar conflict, with indwelling 
* 5 .: 
SECTION. IV, 
The believer's conſolation in this continued 


conflict; and the happy iſſue of it, to his j Joy, 
and his Redeemer” s praiſe, = 


Mat thoſe things are, which, the believer 


yet do, the things that he would, 19 
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For 5 450 lu herb aca the ſpirit, and the 


8 


ſpirit againſt the fleſh; and theſe are contrary 


the one to the other: ſo that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would, 
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The Will, conſidered, as the principal ſeat 
of the Chriſtian's conflift ; by ſhewing, 


What thoſe things are, which the believer 


<6 _—_— 


would do, but at preſent cannot. 


HEN we are told, The believer 
cannot do the things that he would, 
1 cba words convey to the reader, an idea of 


| 


his activity and weakneſs. His activity ap- 
bo B pears, 
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pears, in his continually attempting to pro- 


mote the glory of God in himfelf and 
others; his weakneſs, that fo many of his 


attempts are unſucceſsful. 
Tx activity of the believer, or real 


chriſtian, is ſo ſtrongly, fo repeatedly repre- 


ſented in the ſacred page, that he who denies 
it, muſt be willingly ignorant of it, if he be 


"mot alſo an enemy to the grace of God, 
The chriſtian is there deſcribed, as being 


Alive unto God; and indeed, by various 


fimilitudes, that convey the moſt lively ideas 


of ſtrength received; and, at times, of 


ſtrength exerted. It is true, that ſpiritual 
ſtrength, which is eommunicated to the be- 


liever in regeneration, and which in ſome 
degree continues with him to glory, is in it- 
ſelf neither independent nor immutable: yet, 
in its loweſt ſtate, it is diſtinct in its nature, 
and ſuperior in its acting, to any thing that 
unbelievers are or can be acquainted 
with, from their own experience. 


Ir we behold the believer travelling 


through the wilderneſs to the heavenly city; 
if we attentively regard him in the whole of 


his pilgrimage, through grace to glory; it 


is 


5 


- 


nin brocks, $0 tate ( 


-- 


*h OO »73 


) 


\ 


PECVEIAT chr Ter. 3 


Is 640 to obſerve, the Nene 8 ge eder ally ac- 
tive. Here, we behold him fleeing for re- 


füge; there, we ſee him fighting for victory. 


Now, favored with a proſpect of Immanuel's 


land, ſongs of praiſe are heard in the de- 
fart. In a little while perhaps, the pleaſing 

proſpect is darkened by ſome unexpected 
ary or ſuddenly removed by ſome awful 
fall; then, inſtead of chearful ſongs, mourn- 


ful ſighs proclaim his diſtreſs, and groans 


unutterable atteſt, how ardently he longs to 
be reſtored. But, theſe fighs and groans, as 
well as thoſe cheerful, : ſongs, manifeſt the 
grace of God; and ſhow, (though back- 
ſliding from the Lord be in itſelf ſinful, and 
to the believer hurtful) that the Divine life, 
imparted' in regeneration, is neither exUrTet 


nor inactive. 


Nov if the grace which believers receive 


from their Redeemer's fulneſs, be a ſpiritual 
| principle, for this very reaſon, it cannot be 


that ſleepy, fluggiſh principle, which it is 
ſometimes injuriouſly repreſented to be, both 
from the pulpit and the preſs. He who beſt 
knows what grace is, informs us, that which 
he imparts and believers receive, is, A ell 
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of water ſpringi ng up into everlaſting 1 BE = S$ : 
nor can any thing from within or without | 


prevent it. The water which Chrift giveth 


to his people, is not like the early dew, 


that ſoon paſfes away +; but, like a ſpring 
of water, whoſe waters fail not F. It is, 
« A fountain, ſending forth a continued 


* ftream of holy diſpoſitions and affections, 


« without interciſſion or ceſſation : though 
* theſe ſtreams run ſometimes higher, ſome- 
c“ times lower, ſometimes fwifter, ſometimes 
ce flower, yet, they are never wholly dried up, 
c as the brooks of Tema were f. The ac- 
cc tivity of grace, and the evidence of its ac- 


tivity oughtto be carefullydiſtinguiſhed. The 


latter, we "Ru not at ſome ſeaſons be able to 


wu Taba; iv. 14. + Hoſea vi. 4. 8 Iſaiah lviii. 11. 
1 See a treatiſe called Immanuel; written by 


Samuel Shaw, M. A. ſome time Miniſter of Long- 


Whatton, Leiceſterſhire; page 165. A treatiſe, 


which in the opinion of the author of this eſſay, 


(and of better judges than him) contains an ex- 


cellent diſcovery of true Religion, as it imports a 


living principle in the minds of men. The author 


wiſhes he could add, there was in it a proportionable 
diſcovery, of the way in which true Religion is com- 


municated, increaſed, and continued, by our Lord 


—_ Chriſt, 
“ diſcern, 
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55 diſcern, when the former, is far from being 


deſtroyed. The truth is, the grace of God 
can no more ceaſe from ſpringing up into 
everlaſting life, than ſin from ſinking down 
to eternal death. | 

ALL that hath been ſaid of that activity 
and ſtrength, which, in ſome degree, I ap- 
prehend to be compriſed in the term life; 
and inſeparably connected with the grace of 
God; doth by no means ſuppoſe that the 
believer can act independent of the divine 


influence; that he is always as active as he 


ought to be; or, that the ſtrength he hath 
received, is at any time equal to his deſire, 
One of the moſt eminent chriſtians that 
ever exiſted, readily acknowledged, that 


though To will was preſent with him, yet, 


How to perform that which was good, in the 
manner his ſoul deſired, he found not *. 
And, guided by the ſame unerring fpirit, 
he informs us, that all believers, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate, are exactly in the ſame ſitua- 
tion; aſſuring us, They cannot do the things 
that they would f. Giving him, therefore, 


7 Gal. V. 17. 


B 3 


* Rom, vii. 18. 
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i that credit which we ought, let us now ob- 
5 ſerve, what thoſe things are, which the be- | 
lll. liever would do, but at the ſame time is N 
g obliged to own, he cannot. PORN 1 
| Ir my reader be a merely nominal chriſ- . 
tian, and at the ſame time a phariſee *, he 1 
may be ready to ſay, _ Could I do what I 5 
would; I would make my peace with God $ 
ct more ſtedfaſt than ever I yet have done, 7 
5 © and- be delivered from all my tormenting ? 
70 <« fears of breaking it any more. 1 would 7 
11 K avoid all ſcandalous vices, and at my lei- 8 
| s ſure hours, purfue all that 7 think is com- 2 
1 prehended in moral virtue.“ Perhaps, L 
i | bg” he might add, AF would make that perſon 7 
1 el the weight of my reſentment, who 1 
I | - 38 ſhould dare to infinuate, that all this is 70 
W | < not ſufficient to rpogmmend me to the fa- M 
1 | | cc vor of God. * 5 3 
[ 1 Bor, would he who is a chriſtian indeed, z 
I | however diſtinguiſhed by any peculiar name * 
Y ] ann men; would be expreſs | himſelf i in E 
„ | | vt the Same time a Phariſee; I. mention this, an 
bl | becauſe there are many, who are but nominal chriſ- * 
"7 tians, who are of a very different caſt, from ſuch « 
Wl: | a 4 temper. 7 a, * | 
1 duch 


% 
4 4 ; - 
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ſuch a cenſorious, carnal manner as this 
No; it is not poſſible that ſentiments like 
thoſe ſhould ever meet with the belieyer's 
hearty approbation, —“ Were my power 
c equal to my will, or my ſpiritual ftrength 
every way adequate to my moſt ardent 
& defires, far be it from me (ſaith the be- 
<< liever) intentionally to attempt any 
<< thing, which ſhould in the leaſt interfere 
<< with the honor of that arduous work my 
4 Redeemer hath completely finiſhed. His 
*< work is perfect; ſo perfect, that not any 
thing can be added to it, or taken from it, 
« He is able to ſave even to the uttermoſt. 
«© On him alone is all my dependence for 
<< acceſs to God, and acceptance with him. 
4 His obedience, atonement and interceſ- 
* ſion, are the pillars that ſupport my hope, · 
Till they fail (and if they ſhould, what 
< canſtand ?) I will hope in the Lord conti- 
„ nually, and will yet praiſe him more and 


be more.“ 

Wu the believer thus exalts his Lord 
and Saviour, many are ready to fay with 
ſome emotion, All, then, it ſeems, is 

done that is neceſſary to falvation ; and 
B 4 * K 
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<< if ſo, what can remain for the chriſtian, 
<< or believer, to perform?“ He ſhall an- 
ſwer for himſelf; for I ſuppoſe, there are 
not any who have believed through grace, 
that would not according to their ability 
expreſs themſelves on this important ſub- 
ject, in ſome ſuch manner as this. 

« My views, ſaith the believer, of the 
< perſon, work, and grace of Chriſt, are 
<« far, very far, from vacating that ſervice 
< which God hath made my duty, and his 
c grace my delight. I am redeemed to ſerve 
< him; and I confider this, as my beſt in- 
<< tereſt and higheſt honor. I want no ex- 
« emption from it, but more liberty and 
« enlargement of ſoul in it. While I de- 
* pend on him, I would be devoted to 
CC- him. PP: k 
| SoviD we deſire the believer to be a 
little more particular, he is ready to add; 
<« Could I do what I would, I would Mays 
6c“ be able to ſay, My beloved is mine and I 
« am his, with that reverence and reſpect 
< which becomes ſuch appropriating lan- 
& guage. I would not only fay, My 
* beloved is mine; 3 by gift, by covenant, and 

« by 


* 


* Pn 
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by choice; but I wouls have my heart 
ſuitably affected with the unſpeakable 


mercy ; and my ſou] delightfully con- 
ſcious, that if Chriſt be mine, I am com- 


plete in him: there being nothing I can 
want in time or to all eternity, which he 
is not able to give, which he is not as 
willing to beſtow.—I would not only 
ſay, on the other hand, that J am his; 
by choice, by purchaſe, and by con- 
queſt; but I would be filled with grati- 
tude for the various bleſſings he hath 
beſtowed, and feel the conſtraining effi- 
cacy of the love of Chriſt, in all I do or 


ſay. I add, could I do what I would, I 


would have ſin ſubdued ; grace perfected; 
and in each the Lord alone exalted.” . 
&« T wouLD have ſin ſubdued; or rather, 


effectually deſtroyed. How ?—I would 


have it deſtroyed, as God deſtroyed Ama- 
lek ; or as he overthrew the cities in the 
plain of Gomorrah ; I mean, with an utter 
deſtruction. Not one of thoſe innumer- 
able luſts which now ſwarm around my 
heart and: war againſt my ſoul, ſhould 
be ſpared, - Sin, root and branch, name 
| « and 
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and thing, like Amalek ſhould be blotted 
out *; like Sodom and Gomorrah, {ſhould 
fall 5 riſe no more t. . „Nor ſhould 


| this ſuffice ;* 


& 1 your p have fin deſtroyed, as Moſes 
deſtroyed the molten calf. Need I ſay, 
that was with holy indignation? We 
are told, when Moſes came down from 
the mount and drew nigh to the camp, 
that He /aw the calf, and the dancing. And 
Moſes, though the meekeſt man on earth; 
on this occaſion, found his anger to wax 
hat.. To make them ſenſible of their ag- 


| gravated evil, and that he who offends 


the law in one point, is guilty of all, He 
caſt the tables out of his hand, and brake 
them beneath the mount. To ſhow his juſt 


indignation at their flagrant offence, - 


He took the calf which they had made, and 
burnt it with fire; and ſtamped it, and 


ground it very ſmall, even until it was as 
ſmall as duſt ; and caft the duſt thereof into 


the brogk that deſcended out of the mount. $ 


* Deut. xxv. 19. + Gen, Xix. 24, 25. 
Y Exod. xxxii. 19, 20. Deut. ix. 21. 
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PECULIAR CONFLICT, 11 
© Thus, with the like 1 indignation, 
may ſin be deſtroyed; and its memorial 
cc periſh for ever! Or, if at muſt be re- 
ce membered, may it always while in the 
i body be remembered. with deep regret, 
5 and with becoming ſhame : while a re- 
ce collection that grace reigns, lifts up my 
<© drooping head with joy, and tunes my 


< thankful heart to praiſe.” „But eyen 


4. this doth not fully ſatisfy ;” , 


4 J WOULD have ſin deſtroyed as Samuel 


6 
* 


deſtroyed Agag; who, it is evident, de- 
ſtroyed him without pity or compaſſion. 


Saul could not be prevailed on to execute 


A 
A 


<« juſtice by putting that ſpruce King to 


« death ; but ſaved him alive, contrary to 
c the expreſs command of JEHOV AH. 
„When Samuel heard of Saul's s lenity, he 
& ordered the captive prince to be brought 


ce before him. Agag, haying obtained the 
King's pardon, thought he had but little | 


« to fear from an aged prophet, So he 


came to him delicately adorned, and ſaid, 
£4 
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Surely the bitterneſs of death is paſt * . 
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4 But he no ſocher ipproached* the yene- | 


6 rable ſeer, than he found himſelf awfully 
« miſtaken. He found the prophet re- 
cc garded his crimes and not his perſonal 
appearance. A. thy ſword, ſaid this mi- 
ce niſter of juſtice, hath made women child- 


2 


ic women, And Samuel, without a moment's 
delay, C hewed him in pieces before the Lord t. 
„Thus, however ſin be diſguiſed by ſpe- 
& cious names, however it be covered by 
<« artful pretences, or indulged by men of 
c corrupt minds; without a relenting wiſh, 


4 without a miſgiving ſigh, may it be de- 


4˙ ſtroyed before the Lord.“ 
„ Oxck more; I would have ſin de- 


& ſtroyed, as God deſtroyed the inhabitants 


cc of Canaan; who were driven out not 
< only with the approbation of his people 
« [ſrael, but at JEnovan's command, the 


< tribes of Iſrael were perſonally concerned 


46 in their deſtruction xñ. So, though the 

c blood of Chriſt, cleanſeth us from all 

« fin; and though the ſpirit of grace, be 
+ 1 Sam. xv. 33. Deut. xxxiii, ult. 


bc the 
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lfs, fo ſhall thy mother be childleſs among 
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e the efficient cauſe of ſubduing our cor- 
s ruptions ;,. yet, as commanded by the 
Divine precepts and encouraged by the 
<« precious promiſes; . I would be continu- 
« ally approaching that fountain, and ſeek- 
ing the aſſiſtance of this ſpirit, that ini- 
„ quity might hide her opprobrious head, 
e and be driven from her dwelling, by the 
fame power, which hath already depoſed 
c ker from her antient throne.” 
Nav, had I power to do what would, 

&« J would not only have ſin deſtroyed, but 
de this moment ſhould put an end to its 
% exiſtence, This moment, all my inter- 
& nal enemies ſhould fink as lead into the 
« mighty waters; and I would fing their 
<« final overthrow in ſtrains of peculiar 
whe praiſe. 


« Lord! when ſhall the day, the joyful 
day arrive; in which, unbelief ſhall ex- 
& pire, and pride ſhall periſh at thy gracious. 
„rebuke? In which, every tincture of ma- 
« lice, luſt and envy, ſhall feel the weight 
« of thy avenging hand; and the whole 
« body of this death, under which I now, 
*" groan, be effectually and eternally de- 
hy ſtroyed. 
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« ſtoyed. Happy advice ins f- Ir b 
ce pleaſing in proſpect; what muſt it be in 

t enjoyment? Then, the admiring ſpirit, 
& freed from all her fets 
c from her long captivity, would for ever 
ce exult in God; for ever triumph in his 
6 great ſalvation !. Ves, could I do 


ec what I would, a cenſorious world ſhould 


& ſoon ſee, if believers might live as they 
&« it, (to uſe one of their own phraſes) 
& that the life which would be moſt plea- 
ſing to us, would be moſt irkſome to 
them. They ſhould be convinced, if that 
be poſſible, that the deſtruction of fin, 
the perfection of holineſs, in ſweet ſub- 
cc ſerviency to the glory of God, were what 
& believers of every denomination would 
immediately effect. 


„ Once more; Could I do what I 


« would, my faith, which now like the 
ce feeble reed, is ſhaken with almoſt every 


| & ouſt of wind, ſhould be immoveable * 
ce the rock amidſt the ſtorm. My hope, 
« which now too frequently ſtaggers at the 


& exceeding greatneſs of the promiſed bleſ- 


| ” lings; ſhould be firm as the faith with 
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which it is inſeparably connected; and 
unchangeable as the word of the Lord on 


which both are founded. My love, which 
too often waxes cold, ſhould be a burn- 


cc 1 


ing, and abiding and increaſing flame, 
in every duty I perform, in every cha- 
racter I ſuſtain. And, while I thus 
ſought the deſtruction of fin, and the 
perfection of every grace; in all, the 
Lord alone ſhould be exalted. In his 
name I would ſet up my banner; in his 
death I would triumph ; in his ans 
neſs I would be exalted.” 


« BU whither am I led? This is in 


general expreſſive of what I would do, if 
I could; but alas! I cannot. Who is 


there on earth that can?—O ye vain 
boaſters of inherent perfection, ſay, where 


is the man among you to be found, who 


always doth the things that he would? 


If there be one who hath this pre-emi- 
nence above his brethren, why ſhould 
his name be concealed ? Is he a preach- 
er? and dare he aſſert, he hath at all 
times that diſcovery of the truth to his 
own ſoul he could wiſh? and that in 
bs attempting 
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Re attempting to explain and ttyl it to 
<- others, he is always as faithful, fe: vent 
© and affectionate, as his heart can defire ? 

Is he a private chriſtian ? and will he 
* venture to declare, that in every charac- 
<« ter he ſuſtains, in all the buſineſs he 
< tranſaCts, in every duty he performs, he 
oy. continually acts not only the conſcien- 
<« tious part, but in every reſpect fulfils 
<« "the deſires of his mind? What! doth 
<« he heſitate? Is he afraid to atteſt this in 
< the preſence of an heart-ſearching God ? 
“How deceitful then his carnal confi- 
„ dence? How vain his empty boaſt ? 
<« Strange infatuation ! If he cannot at all 
times do the things, the good things that 
« he would, can he ſuppoſe his beſt de- 
6 fires are more extenſive than that law 
« which is exceeding broad ? Purer, than 
<« thoſe precepts which are a tranſcript of 
« Jehovah's perfections? If he can be fo 
„ yain as to ſuppoſe this, there is more 
e hope of a fool, than of him who is fo 
« wiſe in his own conceit. If he diſavows 
cc the inference, and yet maintains his pre- 
“ miles, that he is perfect, i. e. he is with- 
out 


uit 


ee out ſin, he hath ceaſed to commit iniquity; 
& what is the concluſion? I am obliged to 
conclude, that perfection and imperfec- 


* tion, things as contrary to each other as 


e light and Uarknefs, are with ſuch à de- 


4c juded perſon conſidered as one and the 


cc ſame * as 


cc HowEVER, I wilt not thus be Mw 
. « Wie at preſent, into the briars and 


ce thorns of controverſy : let me only add, ; 
«© whatever others can do, I freely confeſs, 
„ cannot do the things that I would. — 


c Nor dare I ſay if I could do this, that 
© while I am in the body, I ſhould always, 


<« and in all reſpects do right. That it 


is right, to ſeek the deſtruction of fin, 
and the perfection of grace, in the man- 


% ner above expreſſed, is evident; and 1 


«© know, that my labor, however r how- 


<< ever unſucceſsful at times, ſhall not be in 0 


« vain in the Lord 1. Yet, I am per- 


* That ſome are ſo unaccountably abſurd and 
ridiculous, may be ſeen by conſulting a judicious 
treatiſe, on the VIIth of the Romans, by the Rev. 
Mr. Stafford ; particularly, in note page 
253256, | 

+ 1 Cor, xv. ult. 

FN 12 « ſuaded, 
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7 © ſunded,, it. is. not; more eſſential to. thoſs 
* ho are partakers of the grace of God in 
* truth, to deſire this, than it is for every 
< creature. as ſuch, to deſire an exemption: 
from pain and ſhame. They are abhor- 
— rent ta aur. nature, and ever will be ſo:; 
« yet, the greateſt degree of grace while in 
this world cannot exempt us from them. 
60 Here, therefore, could 1 do all. that L 
* would, I might poſfibly. err.. Inſtead, of 
_ « willingly. enduring, the. croſs, and deſ- 
<« piſing the ſname; I might be weary of 
+, both. Inſtead, of ſaying; with. my, Re- 
«. deemer;. The cup that my, father giveth. may. 
« ſhall] not drink. of it? perhaps, I ſhould. 
„ only ſay,.. 0, my Father, if it be poſſible, let 
<<, this cup paſs, from: me: without. hay 
C.. r as. 1 * but. as. thows 
: 6 wat *. ” | 
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s 10 II. 


1 


E — ed, Why: the believer 


aun yet di the - things thut Be 
HAT the bdiever is alive unts God 
 —thatthis ſpiritual life is the gift of 


| Gu and! will: be eternal as to ĩts duration 


that the activity of grace received; is ith 
ſome degree as certain and coniſtant᷑ as the 
ati / ity of luſt; that che eliriſtian notwicki- 
ſtanding this, is in many inſtances not ſo ac 


ke is now able in all reſpects to do the things 


that he would; Hath' been afferted; if not 


proved in the former ſeftion. In this; let 
us obſerye what reaſbn is aſfigned, by our 


Apoſtle; why' the: believer" cannot do the 


thitigs that he would. 
Tr is obſervable; that when: he ther 


on this ſubje@;/ he neither ſeeks to five | 
bie on credit, by artfully N the 


+ Rom, vii, viii. 


a . C2 blame | 
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blame on God, or on ſatan, No; he knew 
however the law might irritate his corrup- 
tions, and be an occaſion for ſin to abound, 

it was not the cauſe *. He knew that ſa- 
tan's power, though afflicting, was medici- 
nal while Chriſt was viewed as precious, 


and fin as hateful. He therefore, as all true 


penitents ever have done, and ever will do, 


juſtifies God and condemns himſelf. If we 


liſten to his inſtructing, affecting moan, in 


Romans the viith, we ſhall hear him com- 


plaining thus, — J am 'carnal, ſold under ſin 


— know that in me (that is in my fleſh) 
dwelleth no good thing, —T find a law that 
when I would do good, evil is preſent with me. 
I fee a lau in my members, warring againſt 


the law of my mind bringing me into captivity 


to the law of fin, which is in my members, —O. 
wretched man that F am! / who ſhall deliver 


me from the body of this death? Theſe are, 


his mournful complaints, in the days of his 


pilgrimage. Let us for a moment obſerve, . 
what is at the ſame time his conſolation. 
It is, a pleaſing view of complete delive- 
rance by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; for which 


* Rom, vil 8, - 
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Ke is thankful'$; but his hope of delive- | 
rance, is inſeparably connected for the pre 
ſent, with this humbling reflection, Though 
with the mind I myſelf ſerve the law of * | 
yet with the fleſh the law of ſin &. 
Happ would it be for us, if our 400 
of ſin and grace, of Chriſt and the cor- 
ruption of our hearts, were as diſtinct 
and affecting as theſe. Then, though 
daily humbled, we ſhould not be caſt down; 
though we might be greatly diſtreſſed, we 
ſhould not deſpair. - Deſpair ! no; we ſhould 
ſtill triumph in our Redeemer over all, our 
flaviſh fears, over all our formidable foes; 
and no more dread condemnation from the 
law of God, than a ſeparation from his 
love 4. | VE n 22 | 
NEED we, after theſe citations have been 
made from the word of truth, be at any 
loſs to know why the en cannot at 
preſent do the things that he would? Is it 
not ſufficiently evident, that the principal 
reaſon. of his inability or remaining weak- 
Beſs, ariſes from his own corruptions? and 


Rom. vii. 25. + Rom, viii, 1 and ult. 


C 3 : ought 


— 
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ought to be aſcribed to-what che ſcripture : 
| calls The fleſh; or, The Body of ibis death f | 
| Who can doubt of this, that credits the | 
teſtimany of him who cannot lye? Who 


dare attempt to draw a different concluſion, 
that reveres the word of God, that hears its 
| amiable Author expreſs himſelf in ſuch. 
. terms as theſe? Let no man ſay when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of Gad: for Gad can- 
not be tempted with evil, neither tempteth lie 
any man. But every man, (whether he be a 
belieyer, or unbeliever) is tempted when he 
is drawn away of his own tuft, and enticed. 
Then, when luſt hath conceived, it bringeth 
farth fin : and feng when it is finiſhed, * 
forth diatb + . 

IT 1s true, Satan doth what he can to 
hinder, and the World to oppoſe. the be- 
liever, in his attempting to do the things 
that he would; but, their united efforts, 
are jeſs than nothing, compared with the 
corruption and depravity of his own heart. 
It is the entrance and continuance of fin, 
that makes all us oxdtward enemies fo pow- 


% ˙ ²˙. d TV ²ͤ0rr/ . we Eee. 


Mi: 


tim. 137 14, 15. 
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-erful and formidable: without which, how- 
ever they might oppoſe us, they could do 
us no more real harm, than they coulll 
Adam before he fell; or than they did to 
"Chriſt, in whom they found nothing . 
ITE words, an which theſe pages are an 
Eſſay, are a ſtrong confirmation of the truth 
I now wiſh to eftablih. I mean, that tlie 
fleſh, or depravity of nature, is the prin- 
ipal reaſon why the believer cannot. do the 
things that he would. Could an attorney 
in making a conveyance, or in drawing up 
a deed of truſt, be more careful or particu- 
lar in the choice of his terms, than the 
Apoſtle is, in thoſe which he uſes on this 
important ſubject? I think it is impoſſible. 
His words are, The fleſb 1ufteth uguinſt the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit againft the fe, und 
ye cannot do the things. #hat qe would, The 
terms fleſh and {pirit, are not here of doubt- 
ful ſignification, It is evident the Apoſtle 
is not only ſpeaking. to believers, but f 
them; and of them anhy; whom he conſi- 
ders as the ſubjects of the former as Wall. as 
+ John. xiv. 30. , 85 | 
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the latter. By fleſh therefore, we are not bs 
underſtand merely the human body, but 
the corruption of human nature through the 
fall: and the term ſp:rit, it is equally evi- 
dent, is not to be confined to the ſaul 
ſimply conſidered in oppoſition to the body ; 
but is here (expreſſive of what the Apoſtle 
elſewhere calls, The new man; or That 
which is born f the ſpirit, in regeneration. 
If any apprehend, that by this laſt expreſ- 
fion, the eternal Spirit himſelf be intended, 
it makes little or no difference. For, That 
which is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit ; i. e. it is 
not only of a ſpiritual nature, but it doth 
as truly and conſtantly oppoſe the will and 
works of. the fleſh, as. he doth from whom 
it proceeds and by whom it is ſupported. 

. Having ſhewn what is the meaning of 
Wes terms fleſh and ſpirit, let us now obſerve 
what is affirmed of each. The Apoſtle aſ- 
ſures us, they are contrary the one to the other. 
Nay, that they mutually luſt againſt each 
other. How expreſſive and copious is the 
term lufteth? Expreſſrve; for the fleſh is 
not ſaid merely to reſiſt, or only to oppoſe 


+ John iii. 6. 


the 
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the ſpirit; but is repreſented as luſting 
or having a vehement deſire to effect its de- 
ſtruction, Copious; for in this connec- | 
tion, the fleſh is not ſaid to luſt againſt 
ſome peculiar acts of the ſpirit, which are 
eminently ſpiritual ; but againſt the ſpirit 
itſelf : and that not only at ſome particular 
ſeaſons, but, whether we diſcern it or no, 
it doth this inceſſantly, without exception 
to time or place. Nor is any thing leſs af- 
firmed of the ſpirit, with reſpect to the 
fleſh. - For it immediately follows, And the 
ſpirit againſt the fleſh : where the term luſteth, 
though not expreſſed, is evidently implied, 
and ſuppoſed to be as ſtrong in the one as 
the other. What is the conſequence, of 
this mutual antipathy ? It plainly follows. 
So that ye [believers] cannot do the things that 
ye would, Not the good that ye would, be- . 
cauſe of the fleſh; not the evil that bu 
would, becauſe of the ſpirit +. 

- WHENEVER the chriſtian carefully at- 
tends to his own experience, doth he not 
find an exact 'agreement between it, and 


„ + See, a judicious ſermon of Mr, Brines, on the 
- ſame words. 
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the Apoſtle's declaration? Hath he not reu - 


26 


<< but not yet deſtroyed the corruptions of 
my nature. I feel, to my joy, that 
<< which I never felt before; but I find, 
< that which auas get remains to my ſhame 
<< ;and.ſorrow.” The fact is, fin and grace, 


reſide under the ſame roof, ar dwell in the 


ſame ſuhject; though continually at vari- 
ance. Fleſh and ſpirit, mutually luſt, de- 


{ine and ſtrive to obtain a complete conqueſt, 


but, at preſent, neither can prevail. The 
works af tee fiſh are mauifart ; 3 and the luſts 
of the fleſn are not hard in general to be 
diſcerned. Do vou aſk, what they are: 


IT anſwer, if ſcripture, experience, or ob- 


ſervation, deſerve any regard, could the luſts 


of the fleſh prevail, Grace would be de- 
ſtroyed; ſin perfected; and ſelf alone ex- 


alted. 

GRACE would he FF Weary * yes, both 
name and chigg would ſoon be extinct : 
not only as it reſpects God's good will to- 
Wards us, but his geod-wor# in us. In a 


6 Gal. v. _ 
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view, could the luſts of the fleſh effectuall/ 


but in the moſt eminent ſaints, the memo- 
rial of grace would periſh, Like the 


<< baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, nor leave a 


<« wreck behind.” Were it poflible that 
the inſatiable deſires of the fleſh could be 
fulfilled, then, that the free favor of God 
was ever extended to the abſolutely un- 
worthy, would ſoon be utterly denied. 

And, from the ſame root of bitterneſs, 
the moſt malignant diſpoſition would ſpring 
up againſt that good work, which he 
who hath begun it, is engaged to fi- 
niſhh. A diſpoſition, which would treat 
all the fruits of the ſpirit with banter 
and ſcorn, as an awful prelude to their 
premeditated deſtruction. Faith, if I may 
ſo expreſs it, would firſt receive the mor- 
tal blow. Hope, would then fall to the 
ground, and periſh without regret. While 
Love, deprived of her conſtant and amiable. 
aſſociates, would of - caurſe ſicken at the 
ſight, wax cold as death, and be no more. 
The reft, involved in the ruin of the for- 
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mer, would die away; and the very ap- 
pearance of grace, could the fleſh complete 
its horrid triumph, would dee re- 
moved. 

' THOU alt fee greater abominations . 
theſe, was the voice of the Lord to Ezekiel, 


when he had already ſeen ſuch enormous 


crimes, as he did not expect to have ſeen 


in the houſe of God g. And if my reader | 
will look once more at the corruptions of 
his own heart, his eyes being anointed with 


eye-ſalve, he will find himſelf in Ezekiel's 


ſituation. ' For, as grace would be de- 


ftroyed, ſo, could the deſires of the fleſh 
prevail, ſin would be perfected. | 
Evzxy motion of fin, which we feel in 


our members, is replete with miſchief, and 


big with death f. Like the horſe-leech's 
two daughters, the Juſts of ' the fleſh, are 


continually crying, Give, Give || . Like the 
grave, the thirſty earth, and the devouring 


flame, they are never ſatisfied, never ſay, 
It is enough | .——< How often,” (ſaith the 


believer, who is experimentally * 
& Exek, viii. 15. t James i i. 15. Prev, XXX. 15. 
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with the deceit and wickedneſs of his own 
heart) „ alas] . how often hath indwelling 
< ſin prevailed in me even to altoniſh= 
<& ment?”—] have ſometimes compared its 
rapid progreſs, . to the ſudden and unex- 
pected. .increaſe of that cloud which once 
engaged the attention of Elijah's ſervant, 
Go up now, ſaid his maſter, (having pray- 
ed with great feryency to obtain fruitful 
ſhowers) and look toward the ſea, He went; 
he looked; but at firſt diſcerned nothing. 
Go again ſeven times, ſaid Elijah. The 
ſervant obeyed. And it came to paſs at the 
ſeventh time, that he ſaid, Behold there ariſeth 
a little cloud out of the ſea, like a man's hand +. 
But ſoon,. very ſoon, this ſmall appearance, 
grew more and more conſiderable. On a 
ſudden, the heavens were hung in ſack- 
cloth; the bellowing winds began to roar ; 
mighty torrents ſmoaked along the hills; 
and almoſt deluged the neighbouring plains. 
So, when looking towards the fea of cor- 
ruption, which ebbs and flows within, the 
face of the deep hath ſometimes appeared 
ſerene and ſtill. In other views, ſome vain 
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and fooliſh thoughts have len diſcerned, 


which, like the lirzle clauu, ſeemetl fo trivial 
at fivſt, as ſcarcely'ts awake my attention. 
In a few minutes, the wind of temptation 
| hathiſo-encrcaſed! them, that all within, Watch 


been dark and dreadful ;: and all without, 


amazement and conſternation. Bleſſed Spi- 
rit! if in ſuch awful moments when ini- 
quity hath come in like a flood, thou hadſt 
not lifted up a ſfandard againſt it, I had long 
ago been carried away with the rapid tor- 
rent, and ſhould at laſt have ſunk inte the 
yawning. gulph from whence _ is no 
return §. 


Mar I not juſtly add; that" the wilt of 


Pts fleſh is as much concerned to-exalt it 


ſelf, as to ſeek the deſtruRtion of grace, and 5 


$ The liberty, I have taken with the concluding, 
part of the 18th chap. of the 1ſt of Kings, needs no 
apology. I do not conſider what I have written; as 
what ſome would be fond of calling it, The goſpet 
of that part of ſeripture-hiſtory. Far from - it. I 
have no other end in view in citing: that paſſage,, 
than merely to illuſtrate by this alluſion, a truth 
which is well ſupported by many paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture; and which is frequently confirmed a) the be- 

lieyer's own experience. 
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the perfection of ſin? Nay, what is ſin, hut 


oppoſition, or want of conformity to the 
will of God? And in oppoſing: the will 
of God, whoſe will de we want to eſta- 
bliſh?—Qur - own. If ſo, in falling from 
God, we. ſink into the abyſs of /ef.. Dread- 
ful abyſs indeed | out of which none ever 
emerged, but by diſtinguiſhing, grace; and 
in which, the fleſh, with all its luſts doth: 
yet remain; and would if poſſible, drag 
down all that oppoſes it, to that awful 
centre; where, ſelf-ends, ſelf-ſeeking, and: 
ſelf-applauſe, are All in all. Lord, what ix 
man ! "His fall, how awful! His ſalvation, 
how glorious! In the former, fin hath 


reigned unto death. In the latter, grace 


reigns through. righteouſneſs unto eternal 
life. Vet, if the grace of God be fo abun- 
dant as the ſcripture repreſents it, (and 
the ſcripture cannot be broken) Why are 
believers permitted to ſtruggle ſo long 


for that victory they cannot yet obtain? 


Whenee is it, that they who pant for per- 
fe& purity, ſhould not immediately obtain. 


a requeſt ſo defireable? A ſolution of theſe: 


7 queſtions, 


* 
— 
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queſtions, with an humble attempt to 
vindicate the Divine conduct, in this myf- 
terious diſpenſation, ſhall' next employ my 
Mar he who is infinite in wiſdom, ſo 


guide and guard me in the arduous attempt, 
that the iſſue may be the author's inſtruc- 


tion, the reader's edification, and JEHOvAH's 
praiſe! FRP 


* 


_— 
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'SEETION m. 
An humble attempt to vindicate the Di- 
vine conduct, in the permiſſion and con- 
tinuance, of the believers peculiar 
__ with indwelling fe in. 


HERE is not any part of this 1 | 


in which, I am ſo much afraid of 
darkning counſel by words without know- 
ledge, as in this ſection. To vindicate 
<< the ways of God to man,” is, a glorious 
taſk. . But, in ſome caſes, to ſuch imper- 
fect creatures as we are, it is as arduous as 
it is glorious. It cannot be denied, but 


ſome through this ſpecious pretence, have 


_.diſhonored him, whom they pretended to 
,magnify and exalt. Be it ſo. Becauſeſome 


have been under a miſtake, and others have 


failed in Their attempt in ſome inſtances, are 
ve therẽfore to be ſilent on a ſubject of 
ſuch importance? Yes, (ſome are ready 
to reply, for whom the author hath the 
higheſt regard) * ſilence beſt becomes us 

D cc on 


m4 © Tir enen 

on this ſubject. We know, that this 
«© warfare is permitted by him who is 
infinite in wiſdom, and it is ſufficient 
« to fay, Even ſo, for ſo it ſeemeth good in 
& hi fight. Here then, they add, let us 


&« leave it; being aſſured that, The Lord is 
Ng: righteous i in all his ways, and holy f all his 
«K works +.” 


AND here I would willingly leaveat, if it 


appeared to me, from the word of God, that 
this was either the practice or duty of be- 
lievers, But the contrary ſeems evident. 
Though with reſpect to ſome things, believers 
have been ſatisfied with knowing That ſo it 
is, without preſuming to aſk hy? On 
this ſubject, there ſeems to me a juſt excep- 
tion. — Some have ſought and obtained 
ſatisfaction; and I apprehend to commu- 
nicate that to others, with becoming dif- 
fidence and modeſty, will upon the whole, 
be neither criminal in itſelf, nor hurtful to 
the intereſts of real religion. Far be it from 
me to ſuppoſe, I can fay any thing better 
on this ſubject, or indeed on any ſubje& in 
divinity, than hath been repeatedly pre- 
' ſented to the eye of the public. Never- 
oo + Pſalm cxly. 17. 


theleſs, 
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theleſs, as the enemies of Divine truth, are 
unwearied in their united attempts to op- 1 
poſe it, it becomes the friends of truth ac- 1 
cording to their ability, to unite in their 0 N 
defence of it; without weakly ſuppoſing 4V 
they muſt do nothing, unleſs they can ex- l 
ceed, or at leaſt equal, what hath been |. 
already written on the ſame ſubject. Every _— 
miniſter of the goſpel, hath his peculiar 1 
friends, to whom his labors may be more i 
uſeful if he hath a talent for writing, than 4 
the production of a ſtranger ; which, how- 
ever ſuperior, they may not hear of; or if 
they do, through ſome unhappy prejudice, 
perhaps, they will not read it; at leaſt, not 
| with that attention it dives. And is it 
not equally obvious, that they who are 
eſteemed the beſt preachers, and firſt wri- 
ters on religious ſubjects, are not always the 
moſt ſucceſsful? Theſe things, with ſome 
others of a ſimilar nature, which I forbear to 
mention, encourage me to declare my opi- 
nion with freedom on this ſubject ; though 
I am not inſenſible of ſome difficulties that 
will attend it. And I defire tolearn from the 
ſentiments of others, how far my preſent 
Ss views 


* 
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views are conſiſtent with truth, which I atm 
ſure would been concealed from the public, 
were it not for an humble hope, that 
what I have written, may be in ſome 
mea ſure ſubſervient to the glory of God, 
and uſeful to them who depend on him, and 
who would be in all things more 5 
devoted to his praiſe. 

TE following poſitions I take for 
granted; that ſin is an oppoſition to what 
God approves, or want of conformity to 
what he commands, — that ſin could have 
had no entrance, or continuance, in any 
who. are the ſubjects of it, without Divine 
permiſſion— That God can no more permit 


any thing, than do any thing, without ſome | 


end that is worthy of himfelf ;—that the end 
of all, his purpoſes, promiſes and providenees 
to his people, is, to manifeſt and magnityhim- 


ſelf unto them, in ſuch\a\ manner, as (hall 


be moſt. for his glory their real good. 


If therefore, the permiſſion and continuance 


of the. chriſtian-wapfare have no ſuch ten- 
dency, I conclude, and I think juſtly, that 
no ſuch conflict would have been permitted. 
3 hath this tendency, or if he who per- 


mits 
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mits and limits it according to his plea» 
ſure; over-rules it te the great end I have 
juſt mentioned, the Divine, conduct is ſub- 


painful conflict is ſubſervient to that end, 
I would now inform my reader if he doth 


not know; and beg leave to remind him of 


mid in de As I proceed, I ſhall: take 
bome notice of the moſt material objection 

that I have yet met with, on this i 
but intereſting ſubject. 

I navs faid, that by this 3 os 
Lord manifeſts and magnifies himfelf ta his 
miſſion and continuance of it are a mean 
by whieh believers have ſuch, views of the 


perſections and glory of God, as do nat 
ſeem to us probable. they could bers ob 


tain without it. For inſtance, What ſhall 
we ſay of his love and grace? I know 
ſome will fay, preventing mexcy. claims 
the higheſt praiſe. In ſome. 8 it 
may; but not in this. — Why ? 

this plain reaſon, he who. is * Vang 11 
wiſdom, did not think ſo; as the event 


abundantly teftifies, He faw that a greater 


1 revenue 
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revenue- of glory would be due to himſelf, 
a much greater communication of good, as 
to the kind of goodneſs, would be beſtowed 
on the objects of his unchanging love, 
through the permiſſion of their fall, the 
mean and end of their reſtoration, than if 
their fall had been abſolutely prevented. 
Without ſuppoſing this, it- appears impoſ- 
ible to account for the fall of the elec, in a 
manner that is conſiſtent with the perfec- 
tions of God in general, or his love to his 
people in particular. The Lord declares, 
that his love towards the ele, is, without 
beginning, without motive, without end *. 
He declares, that ſaving grace is ſovereign 
grace; and that his grace doth not only ap- 
pear, but that it reigns through righteouſ- 
neſs in the ſalvation of the guilty f. But 
who amongſt ſuch ſinners as we are, have 
the cleareſt views of ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
love, ſuch triumphant mercy? Whoſe 
hearts are moſt ſuitably affected with theſe 
endearing declarations ? Who are the happy . 

perſons that are beſt ſatisfied of their n 


* Jeremiah xxxi. 3. Hoſea XIV, 4. John Xili. 1. 


t Romans v. 21. | 
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true, and moſt thankful that they are ſo? 
Thoſe believers, beyond a doubt, who are 


moſt conſcious of this internal conflict: 
which, when faith is in exerciſe almoſt 
conſtrains them to ſay, We know and be- 
5 lieve that, if the love and grace of God, 
were not in all reſpects what they are re- 
<< preſented to be in the word of truth, they 
could never have been extended to us; 
© nor would be ſufficient for us. We there- 
fore deſire to receive, and rejoice in the 


< truth, whoever rejects it; and ſhall ac- 


© count it our greateſt felicity, if we may 
be helped to adorn thoſe truths, which ſo 
© many, through ignorance and pride, are 
& either n to deny, or 8 8 
60 to pervert,” rl 
War ſhall we ſay, of the power nd pa- 
tience of God ? The power of God to ſupport 
us under this conflict, and his patience in 
bearing with our manifold weakneſs and in- 
oratitude, while it continues, are exceed- 
ing great: yet, He fainteth not, neither is 
he wearyj+. What glad tidings are theſe, 


+ Ifaiah xl. 28. 
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to the wealt and guilty ? who ſee an 4b- 
ſolute neceffity for Divine power to ſup- 


port them, and Divine patience to bear with 
them every day [ And, I think it cannot 
be denied, that no perſons are ſo deeply 
conſeious of their weakneſs and guilt, as 


thoſe. who are the moſt ſenſible: of the 


powerz and prevalency of indwelling fin. 


„ Hor (it is further urged) you take no 


ee ndties of the wiſdom and holifiefs of 


« God: However this conflict may be 
6 the otraſon, though not the cauſe, of ma- 


6 nifeſting and magnifying the perfections 
„% you have named to believers, yet, are 


ec thoſe perfections to ſupplant or eclipſe 


<« bis wiſdom and holineſs?” By no 


means. And however we may be unable 
to diſcern it, J dare venture to aſſert, 


That JeHovAn never permitted, or per- 


ſormed, any thing, nor ever will, that is 


inconſiſtent with any of the perfections of 


Deity; or in which, his wiſdom and holi- 


nefs, are not inſeparably and eternally 


united. At preſent, I am to obſerve how 


they are united in this conflict ; where ſome 


think they do not ſo much as appear. OY 
Fn THE 
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Tu wiſdont of God, is no where more- 
_ manifeſt than in the ſalvation of his people 
by the death of his Son. Here, JIEHOVAN 
bath aboumded towards us, in all wiſdom and 
prudence*, To fave the guilty in ſuch 4 
manner as to glorify himſelf, and at the 
fame time, and by the ſame mean, effec- 
tually to hamble them who are ſaved, dif-. 
play the #2anifold wiſdom of God. And is not 
his wifdom in part diſpfayed, by his cauf- 
ing them who are the objects of this ſalva- 
tion, to ſee their way in the vathy, and to 
make them nv what they have dene f? Nay, 
doth it not ſeem neceſſary to attain that 
great end which J juſt now mentioned, to 
make believers experimentally acquainted, 
what an evil and bitter thing ſin is, and how 
provoking their tranſgreſſions are in his 
fight, who declares that, without ſhedding of 
Blood, the blood of his fon, there is ns r 
miſſion & ? If ſo; when can the objects of 
falvation, ſee this with becoming ſhame 
and forrow ? Not while: they are ix the gal 
of bitterneſs, and in the bond of intquity ; for 
in that flate, ſo abominabl: is man, that he 


.. ® Eph. i. 8. + Jer. ii. 23. & Heb. ix 22. 
OY | drinketh 
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drinketh i in iniquity like water +, He may un- 
der violent apprehenſions of wrath, tremble 
at the conſequences of his guilt like Fe- 
lix &; and be ſhocked with a fearful expec- 
tation of fiery indignation, like thoſe apoſtates 
mentioned Heb, x. 27; but, till called by 
grace, he will never with Job, abhor him- 
ſelf, and repent like him in duſt and aſhes *. 
— On the other hand, this cannot be after 
they are brought to glory. For then, all 
the painful and ſhameful memorials of fin, 
will be finally removed. Then, believers 
will obtain joy and gladneſs, and forrow and 
| feghbing will flee away t. If therefore, there 
be a time, in which it becomes the wiſdom 
of God, to make his people truly ſenſible 
what fin is, to their ſhame and ſorrow, it muſt 
be while fleſh and ſpirit dwell in the ſame 
man, while fin and grace are contending 
for abſolute dominion over the fame heart. 
AND thus conſidered, How. often hath 
this conflict, conſtrained the believer to 


ſay, O Lord 10 if ſin be now fo odious in 


+ Job xv. 16. § Acts xxiv. 25. Job xlii. 6, 
$ Iſaiah xxxv. Io, b 
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<< my ſight ; if the will of the fleſh be ſo 
, contrary and grievous to the deſires of the 
<< ſpirit;' how irkſome, how deteſtable, muſt 
my countleſs, my accumulated crimes ap- 
<6 pear to thee! How amazing the mercy 
that is diſplayed in the pardon of ſuch 
5 ſinners ! How aſtoniſhing the patience that 
bears with ſuch tranſgreſſors! How ex- 
* ceeding great the power that continually 
6 ſupports ſuch weak and vile worms! 
5 And how acceptable thy word, which aſ- 
« ſures us, that no weapon that is formed 
« againſt them - ſhall proſper +! ”” Such 
ſoliloquies, which are frequently uſed by 
the believer, are at once an evidence of the 
wiſdom and holineſs of God, in the per- 
miſſion of that, which hath made ſome ſuſ- 
pect both. | 

I sUPPOSE it will be granted, that be- 
lievers are fo far from always. doing the 
things that they would, that in ſome in- 
ſtances as hath been before obſerved, they 
do not perform ſuch things as they might 
and ought, Why are we charged with ſloth- 


* 


+ Iſaiah liv. 17. 1 
fulneſs, 
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fulneſs, if at all times we exorted our abili- 
ties to the utmoſt? Now, if juſtly charge- 
able with inattention, and want of proper 
concern in any reſpect, why may not God 
irt wiſdom rebuke us for it, and make us 
ſenſible of that evil, by not permitting us 
to effect what at other times we ſeem deter- 
mined: (if poſſtble) to accompliſh ? Have 
not many reflected with ſhame and ſorrow on 
their paſt conduct in this reſpect? and faid, 
Here I had an opportunity ts glorify 
God; but, a price was put into the hands 
* of a fool. There, I was zealous for the 
< Lord God of hoſts, but I found all my 
< efforts to be in vain.” If Samſon abuſe 
His ſtrength, it is fit he ſhould have cauſe 
feverely. to reffect on his foll , by being 
deprived of it for a ſeaſon, and become as 


weak as other men *. 


EF wourD farther obſerve; that hue 1 
mentioned at the cloſe of the firſt ſection, 
doth in ſome meaſure vindicate the divine 
conduct, in the permiſſion and continuance 
of this conffict. Though the new man be 


Judges xvi. 1720, 


renewed 
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renewed after the image f bim that created 
him *, yet, it needs renewals day by day . And 
nothing can be more evident, than that be- 
Iievers perſonally conſidered, are ſanCtifies 
progreſſively ; the mean by which it is effect- 
ed, and the image to which they are con- 
Formed, are beautifully repreſented in 2 Cor. 
Hi. ult.— As therefore, the new man though. 
Koly, is comparatively ſpeaking but imper- 
fectly ſo, as to degrees of knowledge and pu- 
rity, it beeomes us to be very cautious leſt we 
are led away.by.ſome ſpecious pretence to de- 
fre that which Chriſt cannot approve; as 
the diſciples did, who wanted to call for 
Are from heaven, to conſume the enemies 
of their maſter 1. They probably expected 
to be.applauded for their zeal, but were diſ- 
Appointed by this ſeaſonable rebuke, 1+ 
know nat what manner of ſpirit ye are of +. 
We may apprehend what excellent things 
we would do, could we do the things that 
we would, and ſo far as grace prevails, this 
in general would be the caſe, as hath been 
largely conſidered || already; but J am {till 


„ Col. 1. 10. + 2 Cor. iv. 16. t FI 
8 
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of opinion, that while we are in the body; 
and know and ſee but in part, there may be 
in ſome inſtances a juſt exception®. It is the 
will of God, that through much tribulation 
we ſhould enter the kingdom + t; and that 
we ſhould neither deſpiſe the chaſtiſements 
of the Lord, nor faint when we are rebuked 
of bim t. But could we do what we would, 
we had rather, I ſuppoſe in general, that all 
our afflictions with all the occaſions of them, 
were immediately removed, than glorify God 
in the fire]. Even Paul wanted to have 
the thorn in the fleſh pulled out, though it 
was the will of Chrift it ſhould continue N. 
Indeed, when he was aſſured that the grace 
of Chriſt was ſufficient for him, and that 
what was his affliction would be a mean to 
bring glory to his Redeemer, he acquiſces 
in the fiery trial **; and in no other way 
can we expect reſignation to his will. 

2 It is an error to ſuppoſe, That a creature, how- 
ever perfect and exalted, is thereby ſecured” from 
folly. The fall of the Angels from heaven, and of 
Adam from paradiſe; ſufficiently refute it. The 


reaſon why the moſt perfect creatures never violate 


their Maker's will, 1s, not merely becauſe they are 
fo holy, but, becauſe he is ſo gracious. 


+ Acts xiv. 22. Þ Heb. xii. 5. | Iſaiah xxiv. 15. 
'& a Cor. xii. 8, 9. 2 Cor. x11, 10. 
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| LzT me add, that wherever the Lord 
beſtows his grace, it is his holy pleaſure 
that it be not only exerciſed, but diſtin- 
guiſhed from all that is only the appearance 
of it. In the Church triumphant, ſome of the 
fruits of the Spirit cannot be exerciſed in the 
manner they now are ; nor could they with- 
out this internal conflict appear in us, to that 
advantage they ſometimes now do; either 
to ourſelves or others. — In the heavenly 
manſions, the happy ſubjects ofour Redeem- 
er's grace, will be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe vain but artful pretenders, who now 
impoſe on the churches of Chriſt ; and who 
in various ways, diſhonor that holy name 
which they profeſs to eſteem. There, every 
eye ſhall diſcern at once the difference be- 
tween them who ſerved God, and thoſe who 
ſerved him not ||. But here it is not fo 
eaſy; though it be poſſible. We have not 
only wolves in ſheeps cloathing, but tares 
among the wheat F. How then is the true 
grace of God to be here diſtinguiſhed, from 
that which is but the ſemblance of it? — By 


its 
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its effects.. .T will only name three; which 
are inſeparably connected with a reception 
of the grace of God in truth; and as be- 
lievers grow in grace, they will be more vi- 
ſible. The effects I mean are, a clear and 
| Jpiritual diſcovery of the purity and perfec- 
| tion of the divine law of the depravity, de- 
ceit and deſperate wickedneſs of our own 
hearts and of the ſuitableneſs and ſuffici- 
ency of Chriſt to ſave us even to the utter- 
moſt. And amongſt men, who are ſo deeply 
convinced of each of theſe things, as thoſe 
believers who are moſt conſcious of that in- 
ternal conflict, on which I am now wri- 
ting; and with reſpect to the permiſſion 
and continuance of it, I am ſincerely, how- 
ever feebly, attempting to vindicate the ho- 


nor of God? 
AGAIN; this warfare doth. not only thus | 
exerciſe and diſtinguiſh the grace of God, | 
from that which is but the ſemblance of it, | 
but, it is often an occaſion to diſcover, the 
Arength of grace received, as well as, the | 
truth of it. When the believer ſeriouſly | 
l reflects, How long and in how many dif- 
N 5 ferent ways the fleſh hath ſought his ruin, 
= | | and 
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and remembers, that though often weatied 
in the conflict, he is not ſo weary F it as 


to ceaſe reſiſting; or to capitulate with-the 


enemy. Is not this to him an evidence of 


the former as well as the latter? eſpecially 
when he conſiders, that a great part of this 
conflict is wholly inviſible to man; and in 
which he is ſure his honor in this world i is 


not immediately concerned. When; though | 


greatly burdened, he travels forward; though 
perpetually aſſaulted, he not only maintains 
his ground, but yet hopes to be more than 
a conqueror; hath he not reaſon to con- 
clude, he is Hrong in the Lord, and in the 


power of his might +? If thoſe who bear 


the heavieſt burdens are ſometimes eſteemed 
the ſtrongeſt men, they who are thus en- 
gaged in this warfare, have that evidence 
of the ſtrength of grace, and that teſtimony 
of their love to Chriſt, which is peculiar to 
themſelves: and which they who are igno- 


rant of this conflict, or thoſe who ſay, they 


ars now free from it, by their own con- 
feſſion have not. 


1 Eph. vi. 10. 0 "4 | 
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I pousrT not but the obedience of 3 
is en the whole vaſtly ſuperior to ours; yet, 


J am fully perſuaded that in ſome inſtances 


there are diſtinct, if not equal glories in the 
obedience of faith; which, conſidering who 
are the ſubjects of it, and who the author, 
brings that honor to God in its appointed 
feafon, and peculiar trials, we are too apt 
to forget. It hath often encouraged me 
to perſcyere in it, when I have been ena- 
bled attentively to confider, that though I 
do not, cannot love and ſerve my God, ſo 
intenſely and perfectly as thoſe happy ſpi- 
ries; yet, through grace I do ſerve him, 
notwithſtanding I conſtantly meet with thoſe 
difculties from Satan, the world, and 
the corruptions of my -own heart, with 


which they never were acquainted. To 


wuft Chriſt, though conſcious of guilt; — 
to depend on him, under fixed apprehenſions 
of our weakneſs and vileneſs; to follow 
kim, though continually reſiſted and op- 
poſed j—to deny ourſel ves, and count all 
but loſs and dung that we may win Chriſt, 

and be found in him; to die for him, or 
N depert.committing our all into his hands; 


are 
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are peculiar to the obedience of faith: the 
trial of which is precious, when it is thus 
found to the praiſe and glory of God. 
I w1LL only add, that by this warfare, 
the Lord weans his people from the preſent 
evil world, and makes them long for the 
land of promiſe, as the land of reſt and ſa- 
cred delight. I know ſome will fay, 
This is impoſſible;“ and be ready to aſk, 
. Are we then debtors at laſt to the fleſh ?”” 
By no means. I am not ſpeaking of what 
the feb doth, but how the believer. by the 
grace of God longs to be delivered from it. 
Deſpairing of this below, he breathes for 
that deliverance by death, he cannot expect 
in life.— In aur fleſh dwells no good thing . 
It is evil, without the leaft mixture of good; 
nor do ] think it is defenſible to ſay, That 
Gad can bring good out of evil.” This 
is a contradiction in terms. Nevertheleſs, 
he can make the permi ian of evil, to be the 
occqſian of his diſplaying a greater gaqd, than 
if no ſuch evil had been permitted; and he can 
and doth make the preſence of evil, ſo irkſome 
to the believer, as makes him ardently long 
for complete deliverance from it, and for 
; „Rom. vii. 18. 5 


; E 2 the 


82 Tux CHRISTIAN'S 


the ſpeedy poſſeſſion of that great good, 


which he hath laid up for, and promiſed to 


them who love and fear him +. 
Ir any yet exclaim, and ſay, Theſe 


c ſentiments have a tendency to reconcile 
„ believers to fin:” I muſt ſay, ſuch per- 


ſons either do not underſtand what I have 


written, or that I have written, what I do 


not underſtand myſelf. ' The fleſh might as 
ſoon be reconciled to the ſpirit, as the ſpi- 


rit to the fleſh : or fin to grace, as grace to 


— 


fin. It is often ſaid, Fhat nature will be 
| And why may not this be 
applied to the\Divine Nature? Tf Lions 
and Tigers, however confined or careffed, 
retain their ferocity and brutal appetites ; if 
the carnal mind, whoever be the ſubject of 
it, be enmity again God, is not ſubjef? to 
his law, neither indeed can bet; why 
ſhould it be thought that the divine na- 
ture, of which believers are ſaid to be par- 
takers |}, is not as immutable? Beſides, 
it is all ny OR that though be- 


+ Pſalm xxxi. 19. * Abit viii. 9. | 2 Pet. i. 4. 


Iievers 
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lievers cannot do the things that they 
would, yet in ſome degree, To will is pre- 
ſent. If ſo, how can be reconciled to that 
Which it is my will to oppoſe, though it be, 
not in my power to deſtroy ? 

I SHALL conclude this ſection, with ob- 
ſerving, That if he who is our Maker and 
Redeemer, intends by the permiſſion and 
continuance of this grievous conflict, to ma- 
nifeſt and magnify himſelf in the eyes of 
his people; it becomes us ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, how far this great end is underſtood, 
approved and anſwered. We are conſcious, 
I am perſuaded, if believers, that we have 
oſten manifeſted our pride and weakneſs, 
in magnifying ourſelves againſt God. That 
we are prone to think better of our own 
wiſdom and prudence than of his; and to 
ſuſpe& his goodneſs and grace even where 
we now ſee they were remarkably diſplayed, 
May the Lord humble us for theſe things! 
and give us ſuch views of his real cha- 
racter, that whatever we may at preſent 
be unable to account for, we may be 


firmly perſuaded, He will neither do him- 
E 3 elf 
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felf, nor permit any thing to be done th 
his people, which ſhall not, ih the end, 
promote his glory, and be every way con- 
ſiſtent with his love to them, and the 
honor of his great and holy name! . 
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$ Gn 
The believers conſolation in this continued 


conflict; and the bappy iſſue of it, to 
bis joy, and his Redeemer's praiſe, 


HE laſt 98 was begun with fear 
and trembling. I enter on this with 
pleaſure and praiſe. With pleaſure; be- 
cauſe I know that God is willing that they 
who have fled, nay, that thoſe who are 
freeing for refuge, ſhould have ſtrong conſo- 
lation +. With praiſe; becauſe I am in 
ſome meaſure acquainted with that conſo- 
lation myſelf, and have this W 
to commend it to others. 
Bor, caution and comfort ſhould ever 
be united, both in preaching and printing. 
«3 would not truſt the affairs of my ſoul,” 
ſaid a judicious miniſter, „ with that man 
« who hath nothing but comforts and cor- 
* dials to adminiſter.” All wiſe phyſicians 
| both of ſoul and body, know that their N 


— 
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tients need corroſives as well as lenitives ; 
and will make uſe of the former as well as 
the latter, Let me therefore, intreat the 
reader to conſider for a few moments, whe- 
ther he be the perſon for whoſe ſupport the 
comforts of the goſpel are immediately in- 
tended. I am going to mention ſome things, 
which are ſo many ſources of the believer” 8 


pages, * believer ? Is he 1 with 
the power and prevalence of indwelling fin ? 
Is he daily conflicting with it, and longing 
to have it deſtroyed ? Can by truly ſay, I 
cannot do the things that I would? If the 
fixt reply to the laſt queſtion be, Yes: Let 
him again conſider, what thoſe things are 
which he would do; and from the firſt ſec- 
tion, endeavor to know, whether it be the 
will of the fleſh, or ſpirit, that he wants to 
eſtabliſh. If he cannot but conclude it is 
the latter; he will certainly find; that while 


to will is preſent with him, though he can- 


not do all that he would, yet he will deſire, 
and, in general, endeavor, 'to do what lieth 
in-his power, 


, Ir 
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Ir I am not ſufficiently underſtood; I will 
attempt to make my meaning more evident 
and plain by the following ſuppoſition. Let 
us ſuppoſe, that it is the will or deſire, of a 
vain and worthleſs pretender, to poſſeſs the 
throne of Great- Britain. What a mercy 
to us, that his expectation is as groundleſs, 
as his deſires are ambitious and vain ! Doth 
he then-drop all thought about it? No; 
while that is his deſire, he will be more or 
leſs plotting and contriving to effect it; and 


at times, he is probably content to enjoy 


that in thought, which no loyal ſubje& in 
the kingdom, ever wiſhes he ſhould enjoy 
in reality.— I might extend the ſuppoſition 
much further; for where-ever the will of 
man is fixed to accompliſh any purpoſe, whe- 
ther it be good or evil, there are always 
proportionable endeavors to execute it; and 
though repeatedly diſappointed, they whoſe 
minds are thus determined will not deſiſt. 
Though reſiſted and oppoſed they will not 
forbear to make repeated attempts; nay, 
the reſiſtance and oppoſition they meet with, 
will either increaſe their deſire to effect their 
purpoſe, or fill them with anxiety and ſor- 
row, 
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row, if they find it to be ſuch as they are 


by no means able to overcome. 
WHATEVER exceptions there may be to 
this repreſentation in matters of common 
concern, I dare venture to affirm, That the 
believer who cannot do the good which he 


would, will not plead his weakneſs as an 
excuſe from attending to what is his duty; as 


ſome vain and carnal profeſſors do; but will 
conſider it, as his infelicity. He doth not 
ſay, As J cannot do what I would, I will 
% not do any thing.” No; but he either 
endeayors to do what he 'can, or is deeply 
affected when ever it appears to him he doth 


not. Though no one is at a greater diſ- 


tance in his own eyes from inherent perfec- 


tion than he is, yet, having ſuch great 


and precious promiſes, he deſires not only 
by them to cleanſe himſelf from all filthi- 


neſs of fleſh and ſpirit ; but to be perfecting 
holineſs, in the fear of the Lord +. To 


fuch perſons, the following ſources of evan- 
gelical conſolation, will prove I hope ac- 
ceptable. And it is with a view to their 


+ 2 Cor. vii. 1. . 


preſent 
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preſent ſupport and comfort, that this ſee< 


tion was written. 

I x firſt fource of joy to che believer in 
his continued conflict, that I ſhall now 
mention is, that he can truly ſay, To will is 
preſent with mee: notwithſtanding he is con- 
ſtrained to add, How to perform that which is 
good, in that ſpiritual evangelical manner I 
could with, 7 find not *. Let him remem- 
ber, if he be now willing to be ſaved from 
all iniquity, by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; if 
he be now willing to depend on him, and 


to be devoted to him; he was made fo in 


the day of J EHOVAH's power +. That fo 
far as his will is ſpiritual, it is acceptable to 
him who made it ſo; who hath alſo pro- 


miſed, He will fulfil (in his own time and 
way) the defire of them that fear him; that he 


ell hear their cry, and will ſave them t. Nay, 
he hath given the believer ſufficient reaſon 
to expect, he will do for him exceeding 


abundantly above all that he can aſk or think\|; 
ANOTHER ſource of joy to' the believer 


is, that though he canhot do the things 


5 4 Rom. vii. 18. + Pſalm cx. 3. 
f Palm cxlv. 19. y Eph. iii. 20, 


that 
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that he would, ſo, neither can his enemies; 
whether they are external or internal. — The 
fleſh rebels, but cannot rule, It is al- 


| ready condemned and crucifed ; and will, 


ere long be deſtroyed $.—The monk i an 
but cannot prevail, It enſnares and frowns ; 
but cannot overcome. It accuſes, but can- 
not condemn *. If the charges which the 
men of this world, exhibit againſt the be- 


liever, be true; the Lord will encreaſe his 
faith on him who juſtifies the ungodly ; and 


renew his repentance unto life. If they be 
falſe; he will clear up his innocency to his 
accuſers, which, if they will neither ſee nor 
credit now, they ſhall ſee and own here. 
after to their confuſion 4. — The devil, it is 

granted, ſeeketh continually, whom he may 


devour ; but they who are born from above, 


are protected from his deſtructive power, 
though in a wilderneſs ||; and are borne by 
their Redeemer on eagles wings, until they 
are ſafely, honorably and eternally brought 


to himſelf **. 


§ Rom. viii. 3. and vi. 6. 

* Rom. viii. 1. 1 John iv. 4. 

+ Jude 15. Ifaiah xxvi. 11. 11 Peter v. $, 

| Rev. xii. 4, V. — xix. 4. | | 
£2, | Apove 
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Abovn all; the grand and never-fall- 


ing ſource of the believer's joy is, that he 


in whom he truſts and triumphs, is able to 
do whatſoever he pleafeth ; and hath already 
done that, which neither the power nor the 


policy of his or our enemies, can ever undo, 


2 


or make void, All power in heaven and earth, 
is in our Mediator's hands *, . If he ſaith to 


the boiſterous winds, Be il, or to the tu- 
multuous ocean, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, 
and no further; the ſtorm ſubſides ; uproar 
and confuſion hear his voice; and imme- 
diately obey his word +. If he command a 
legion of devils to leave their favorite re- 


treat, they confeſs his power, and inſtantly 
ſubmit, though reluctant, to his authority : 
nor dare ſo much as enter into an herd of 


ſwine; without his permiſſion $ Ina word, 


the keys of hell and death, hang at our Re- 
deemer's girdle ||, He will do all his plea- 
ſuret; and where is the enemy that can 


ſtay his hand; or who, beholding his awful 
Majeſty, dare ſay to TION bat deft thou? 


Mat. xxviii. 18. 


I Mark iv. 39. 1 xxxviii. 11. 


$ Mat. viii. 27-32, | || Rev. i. 18. 
1 Ifaiah xlvi. 10. e 
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Ho pleaſing, how ſupporting is it bing 5 


to reſtect, on the exceeding greatneſs of his 


power, who is mighty to ſave? But the 


manner in which his divine power hath been 


already exerted in our redemption, conver- 


ſion, and conſervation, demands our utmoſt 
attention. Theſe are ſome of the moſt ſtu- 
penduous, the moſt glorious acts of Al- 


mighty power, that ever yet were diſplayed ; 
and which are an immoveable ground of 


the ftrongeſt conſolation. And when the 
believer not only clearly difcerns this, but 


conſiders the whole, as an evidence and ear- 


neſt of his complete ſalvation, it is to him, 
Foy unſpeakable and full of glory] And, hath 
not the believer ſufficient ground to view 
theſe gracious acts of Almighty power, in 
this plcafing light? He hath. The obe- 
dience and ſufferings of Chriſt are the ſure 


and ſtedfaſt foundation of his hope; and his 


prevalent and ceaſeleſs interceflion ſhould be 


the crown of his rejoicing, —Rejoice then, 


believer, that He in whom you confide; 


He with whom you have now communion 


and fellowſhip ; is able to kecp your feet from 


falling, though. all the yon of darkneſs 
5 | * 
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you faultleſs before the throne of his glory, not- 
withſtanding all your guilt and all your 


a fears, with exceeding j Joy * 


T1LL: that happy hour arrives; an this 
believer, be conſidered as another ſource of 


thy conſolation, Thy conflict, though con- 


tinued and ſevere, is ſhort, and but for an 
appointed time; beyond which, none of 
thine enemies can protract it a ſingle mo- 


ment. It may be that thy warfare will be 


much ſooner accompliſhed than. at prefent 
thou art able to expect it. Who knows 
but: before another ſabbath arrives, thou 
mayeſt be in the full poſſeſſion of that plea- 
ſing and promiſed reſt, which yet remains 
for the people of God? Who knows but 
before another morning dawns on this world 
of fin and woe, thou mayeſt be called from 
it, to enter into the joy of thy Lord; and to 
fit down, at the marriage. ſupper of the 
Lamb? Or ſhould the conflict be ſtill con- 
tinued, continued to as diſtant a period as 
thy fear can ſet ity the grace. of Chriſt, to 


Jude alt.” 5 
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attempt to throw you down. Rejoice and 
triumph 1 in Him who is alſo able 70 preſent 


che 


” Tis ＋ 
<2 2 + Fr = 
2 . "8 8 
©," 7 o_ 
25 bs. y 5 
= 7 2 
* * 
= - Wa. " 
3 
* 7 - 
| 
; # 
bs 
14 
- 
: 2 
: » 
{4 
| | 
a : = 
7 
_ 
\ x 
1 * 
4 * 
78 
\ Q 


- +0 * be 
Tr 
o : 
_ 9 * o * 
p — 2 a 


: mee, £ nn encanta 
— . - 
AT - ws. - x G 3 


64 Tux curISTIAN's 
the lateſt moment of that 8 is every 


way ſufficient for thee. And remember; 
the promiſe is, that They who wait on the 
Lord, ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run 
and not be weary, and they ſhall walk and not 


faint *. 


Go on then, believer, and proſper. Go 
on, in the ſtrength of the Lord, and in the 
power of his might; and as ever you hope 
to obtain the conqueſt, and to receive the 
conqueror's crown, fee that you ſtrive law- 


fully 4. To animate you in the field of 


battle, frequently ſtudy thoſe promiſes 
which are made to overcomers. Your Re- 
deemer hath ſaid, and all that He Kath ſaid; 


may be ſafely credited; To him that over- 


cometh, will 7 grant to fit with me on mythrone, 
even os I overcame, and az jet down with my Fa- 
ther on his threne f. And when this precious 
promiſe is fulfilled, you will then be where, 


and what you would be; poſſeſſing all you 


ever hoped to enjoy; inheriting more than 
eye hath ſeen, than ear hath heard, or than 
it hath yet entered into the heart of man to 


1 Rev. iii. 21. 


Iſaiah xl. 31. + 2 Tim. ii. 5. 


per- 


At, 
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perceive v:. Then, | believer, your ander- 


fanding, will be one conſtant and pure ray 


of heavenly light; your alfections, will be 


for ever fixed on their proper object; and 
your will, ſo perfectly united to the will of 
God in all events and things, that you will 
not to all eternity, ever be able to diſtin- 
guiſh any, the leaſt eee between 
his and your own. 

Mav, an increaſing proſpect of the na- 
ture of this felicity, and an abiding partici- 
pation of it, be the reader's preſent privi- 


| lege! And, if this favor be vouchſafed, 


he will find the effects of it, inexpreſſibly 
delightful! | He will find, that ſuch a view 


and taſte, | of future bleſſedneſs, will the 


moſt effectually wean him, from unchaſte 
pleaſures, and carnal joys—will make him 
active and uſeful; happy and humble—qwill 
ſweeten the 3 of life, and ſubdue the 
fears of death — and will alſo be, an incon- 
teſtible evidence, of the full fruition of that 
glory, which is promiſed to the heirs of 
falvatioh ; and prepared for all thoſe, who 
are made meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light f. A greater requeſt 
* Iſaiah Ixiv. 4, compared with 1 Cor. ii. 9. 


F than 
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than this, the Author cannot make for kis 


beft friends: 4% than this; (in ſubmiffon 
to the will of G n enn 
all his ehemies! 
„ O TH who art the glorious Gb 
6 feet, and fole author, of this felicity; ; 
t graciouſly youchſafe, that what the wri- 
< ter of this Effay, bath requeſted for others, 
he may enjoy himſelf ! | Enjoy, in ſuch a 


<< manner, that he may be continually able 


« to ſay, IWhom hath he in heaven, but Thee ! 


« and to add, There is none on edrth, he defires 


« befides Thee: Whom, he would always 


<« conſider, as his Guide, his Guard, his 


« Glory, his ALL In ALL! Grant this, and 
ce the glory ſhall be aſcribed unto Thee / 

« O FaTHER, Sox, and HoLy-Grost; 
< who, though three perſons, are only one 
cc eternal and immutable IJEHOVYARn, world 
66 without end,” Aeg allo Amen! 


| WG . the few 
miſtakes which have a 


in the printing of this EHay : and as nothing has been ob- 
ſerved, that can greatly affect * ay 
Errets was thought unneceſſary, 


Wade in the punctuation, and 
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The following Pampblets were publiſhed 


"I 1 | by the ſame Author. 


1. THE Watch ſpiritualized ; Price 6d, 
2. A Funeral Setmon; Price 4d. 
3. Converſion, a Poem; Price 3d. 
4. Profit and Pleaſure, for Children; Price 2d | 
2 5. Election explained and improved, in an 
Aſſociation-Letter; Price 1d. 
6. The Rock of Offence, the Sinner's laſt 


and only Refuge; a Sermon on Romans 
the x. iii; Price 6d, | 


Note, The above fugitive pieces, except the 
laſt, were printed under many diſadvantages. 
The author ow conſiders them, as written 
at a time, when it Was his duty to have learned, 

his wani/y to publiſh, If this acknowledge- 
ment may happily guard any againſt ſuch ju- 
venile weakneſs; and be a laſting caution to 
himſelf in whatever he may ſubmit to public 
inſpeQion, he will have a pleaſing teſtimony 


that what he hath alu, 3 is not 
1 wholly in van. 
3 OE - Propane 
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Preparing for the Preſs, 
By the Author of this Eſſay; 
(At the Requeſt of the Church, meeting in 

Grafton-ftreet) 
The SUBSTANCE of two Sermons, on 
Romans viii. 14. 
For as many as are led by the Spirt o God, 
they are the Sons of God. 


ann e bn 
this ſubject, will be printed on the ſame 
type and ſize, as the preſent Eſſay. 


